
Drama  Slant Mnemonic 

Step-by-Step Instructions: 

1. In preparation for lesson, collect data on each student’s behavior to follow SLANT. 

2. Create a slide and poster with the following mnemonic: 

 

 

 

3. While displaying the slide to the students, tell students that SLANT is acronym mnemonic.  

4. Ask the students if they know what an acronym mnemonic is. 

5. Note that an acronym mnemonic is a word created with letters used to represent lists of 

information or a sequence of steps. 

6. Introduce and describe each step of SLANT. 

7. Model for students what SLANT behaviors look like as well as provide non-examples of 

SLANT behaviors. 

8. Ask students individually how following SLANT can benefit them and what each step is 

targeting them to do. 

9. Emphasize the social benefit of following SLANT noting how their use of positive 

participation behaviors will positively influence how others (including you) react to them. 

10. Emphasize the cognitive benefit of following SLANT noting following SLANT will help 

them stay focused in class so that they will learn more easily with less need for repetition 

because they missed something and in greater depth.  

11. Pass out copies of SLANT, index cards, glue sticks, and tape. 

12. Direct students to glue a copy of SLANT on to an index card with a glue stick and then tape 

the index card to her or his desk or in her or his English journal. 

13. Assign each student a partner. 

14. Direct pairs of students to practice SLANT with each other. 

15. Walk around the classroom to monitor strategy practice and provide immediate feedback. 

16. Tape at least one poster with SLANT in the classroom large enough to be read from any spot 

in the classroom. 

17. Point out to students that they should refer to the index cards on their desks and the poster to 

remind themselves of the list of behaviors that will help the to focus and stay on task. 

18. Encourage the students to refocus their classmates to SLANT.  

http://cte.jhu.edu/onlinecourses/SchoolofEducation/JHUSSI/English/SLANTSlide.pdf
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19. Give each student a SLANT self-monitoring checklist. 

20. Explain that the students will self-monitor her or his behavior during a class recording what 

SLANT they are doing every 10-15 minutes of class when the timer you will set rings. 

21. Demonstrate how they are to record on the SLANT self-monitoring checklist.  

22. Have students practice how to record on the SLANT self-monitoring checklist.  

23. Tell students that they will begin each class with a new SLANT self-monitoring checklist 

which they will turn in completed at the end of class. 

24. Using technology, teach each student how to chart her or his performance using an Excel 

spreadsheet. 

25. Chart collected data from students and data you collected through observation. 

26. Provide feedback to students emphasizing positive behaviors observed while asking students 

where and how they can improve their SLANT behaviors. 

 

http://cte.jhu.edu/onlinecourses/SchoolofEducation/JHUSSI/English/SLANTChecklist.pdf

